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a pattern of conspicuous expenditure. This being so, it is not
surprising that no system of family allowances yet devised has
encouraged people to have more children. The chief use of an
income in modern life is to purchase substitutes for whatever
satisfaction parenthood brings.

The pattern of passive satisfaction and conspicuous expenditure
encouraged by an increasing multiplicity of useless commodities
and new distractions is only one side of the psychological problem
presented by urban concentration. In rural surroundings, where
children grow up in contact with the recurrence of parenthood
in animals and plants, the processes by which life renews itself
are accepted as natural events. In the city reproduction is an
unwarranted intrusion of hospital practice on the orderly routine
of a mechanized existence. The machine, which neither grows
nor begets, sets the fashion of human relationships. In the large
community the family ceases to function as a focus for social
relations, as the individual is free to choose associates more and
more exclusively from persons of the same occupational and age
groups.

One feature of the large community of conspicuous expenditure
is of special interest in connection with the social class with the
lowest fertility. This is the*, culture value which is increasingly
attached to foreign travel. Perhaps no characteristic of modern
life is more devastating to the stability of the family group.
Within the professional class, whose fertility is now well below
a 50 per cent replacement level, a married couple are faced by
the deliberate choice between repudiating parenthood and
accepting a cultural standard which is despised by other members
of their occupational group. Familiarity with the names of
Viennese hotels and a liberal smattering of linguistic bric-a-
brac collected on vacational tours are now the indispensable
stigmata of an educated person in a milieu where discussions
on homo-sexuality excite less disgust than a reference to
homework or whooping-cough. We are rapidly approaching
a state of affairs in which the cultural barriers between the
fertile and the infertile within one and the same social class are